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IMITATE GOD BY BEING PATIENT

Romans 15:5 says “Nowmay the God of patience and comfort grant

you tobe like-minded towardoneanother according toChrist Jesus.”

We are in a time that many people just want things to happen

at their pace but don’t want to be patient for the manifestation

or fruition of those things at the kairos season. This verse clearly

reveals that our God is the God of patience.

Now, if God has the attribute of patience, whywill His children

not have patience? Ephesians 5:1 says “Therefore, be imitators

of God as dear children.” If you are a Christian, you must imitate

your Father. And scripture already reveals that God is a God of

patience. That means, youmust imitate God by being patient.

If you are not patient, you are not like your heavenly father.

Your heavenly father is patient and He wants you to be patient

too.
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PATIENT EXPOUNDED

What does it mean to be patient? It means to endure, persevere,

to believe that things will happen soon. More so, to be patient

means to be able to wait for a time without becoming angry or

frustrated.

There are many promises of God to you that may seem as

though it is taking a long time for it tomanifest. Scriptures, says

you should be patient. To be patient doesn’t mean you are idle

or lazy, it means you continue doing the needful and expecting

that Gods plans for your life will work out at the desired time.

Whatever, God has promised you will come to pass at His

timing. All you need is to be patient. Patience is a message to

God that you are waiting for Him.
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IMITATE THOSEWHO THROUGH

FAITH AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE

PROMISE

You should imitate those who through faith and patience inherit

the promises. The insight is that God will give you His promises,

but you have to give God your patience. Youmust be able to wait

for Him to do what He will do. When you see others around

you doing exploit and growing bigger, you don’t have to be

discouraged but give glory to God. And as you do, continue

doing what you need to do and expect that one day, your desire

and expectations will manifest too.

James 5:11 says “Indeed we count them blessed who endured.

You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end

intended by the Lord that the Lord is very compassionate and

merciful.” Often, we just talk about God giving Job double of

all he had in the past, but we failed to recognize that Job was

patient. He went through whole lots of pain but he endured all.

Job was patient and that gave God the opportunity to give Him

double. God is ready to give youmore than you expect, but are
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you willing to be patient?

Theword of the Lord sayswe count themblessedwho endured.

In other words, those who are patient are really blessed. As

believers your patience will give God the time and opportunity

to work out your blessing. Whoever fails to be patient maymiss

the blessings. Never think God is late. No! God can never be late.

What He will do in your life will fit the time that will bring glory

to His name and beautify you.
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BE PATIENT IN SPIRIT

Ecclesiastes 7:8

“The end of a thing is better than its beginning, the patient in

spirit is better than the proud in spirit.”

I have seenmanydesires greatness butnot ready togo through

the process that will work out the greatness. God’s words reveal

there is the patient in spirit and proud in spirit.

The patient in spirit is someonewho is calmduring challenges,

difficulty and unbearable circumstances. But the proud in spirit

is one who can never be calm and not ready to endure anything.

Scriptures reveal that the patient is better.

You can be a believer and still be proud in spirit. That is, you

don’t have the character to endure challenges and circumstance

that will work out Gods promises in your life. After you receive

God’s promises, you should be ready to go through certain

seasons. People will not go through the same things because

they are not promised the same things. As long as your promise

land is not the same, your path cannot be the same. This insight

will make you never to compare yourself to others.

As you grow ahead in life, you will be faced with certain
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situations, you have to develop the attitude of patience. Only

the patient will end up in his promise land. Those who are never

patient often die on the way. May you get to your promise land.
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BE PATIENT IN TRIBULATION

Romans 12:12 says “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, con-

tinuing steadfastly in prayer.”

Here is the admonition of Paul to the Christians at Rome. He

said to them that they should be patient in tribulation. There

are times that some circumstances will just come your way

unexpectedly, youmust be patient in those circumstances. That

is the period you have to watch the words you say. Youmust not

utter any negative words that will affect the course of your life.

Sometimes, tribulation can be the instrument of transforma-

tion. There is a level of transformation that can never happen

to you until you are ready to go through certain situations.

Tribulation are afflictions. They are instruments of torment

in the hand of the devil. It is so amazing to discover that what

the devil uses to torment people, God uses to transform people.

Often times, it is tribulation that God will use to make you

stronger. That is why you need to be patient in difficult times

because the end of it will be strength for you. In difficult times,

you must bear in mind that the Lord is with you and He will

never forsake you. God doesn’t permit people to go through
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tribulation so as to suffer them, He does that so as to reveal the

inner capacity in them.

Youmust be patient with God in affliction because that is one

of the things He uses to create desires in people. And when

desires are furnished in men, discovery are soonmade by them.

What differentiated men from each other most times are the

things they have gone through and survived.
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REST IN THE LORD

There is an instruction from Psalm 37:7 which says “Rest in the

Lord and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who

prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes

to pass.”

To rest in the Lord is to believe that His words, promises and

prophecies to youwill come topass. Whenyoudon’t doubtGod’s

word but regularly think that word, you are resting in the Lord.

It is only those who rest on His word that have entered into

their rest. Rest in the Lord will create a firm belief in your heart

that whatever He has promised you will surely come to pass.

Anxiety is a sign that you are not rest in the Lord. When you rest

in the Lord, you will have a great expectation that something

great will happen in your life. Rest creates expectation for the

miraculous.

You cannot rest in the Lord and doubt what He has said.

Anytime God speaks to you, He is talking into your future. When

you believe His words to you, you have entered into His rest.

A sure sign that you rest in the Lord indeed is that you remain

patientwithHim. God’s concern is your future, not your present.
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Has the Lord told you anything? Then, trust on Him and

patiently wait for Him.
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WAIT PATIENTLY FOR HIM

Beyond your rest (that is your belief in His words to you) you are

told to wait patiently for Him. This is where many people miss

it. They use their minds to calculate how Gods word will come

to pass. They tend to imagine how that word will come to pass

and obviously, they would not be able to figure it out. So, they

then, become impatient and doubt the fulfillment of that word.

Refuse to be impatient! You have got to simply declare that His

words will come to pass in your life.

You wait patiently for the Lord when you continue doing what

you should do while you are expecting Him to come in His time

to do what you cannot do. God expects you to start whatever He

has committed into your hand while you wait for Him to come

and finish it. Patience works consistency. When you are patient,

you will be consistent.

You have to bear in mind that you cannot do whatever God

has promised you. You cannot make His promises happen. Only

Him can fulfill whatever He has promised you. When you are

patient on Him, you are indirectly telling Him that you believe

He can do what He has promised.
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BE PATIENT IN MOMENT OF

AFFLICTION

In 1 Timothy 6:11 “But you, O man of God, flee these things and

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness”

Paul admonished Timothy to pursue patience. In other words,

Timothy was to go after Patience. Paul further counseled

Timothy to endure affliction – “But you be watchful in all things,

endure afflictions, do thework of an Evangelist, fulfill yourministry.”

2 Timothy 4:5.

That shows that PaulwantedTimothy to be patient inmoment

of affliction. Afflictions are pain. When pain hits, be patient and

know that God is on your side. Regardless of whatever you are

passing through today, just be patient.

God will use your patience to work out your greatness. When

you tell God to give you greatness, He will tell you to give

Him your patience. Afflictions are for a short time. Whatever

affliction you are going through today is working in you a far

eternalweight of glory. Afflictions are not to kill you but to bring

out the glory and treasure within you. God will often use what

you are going through to bring out what He has hidden in you.
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I have learned that it is in the moment of affliction that we

discover who we are and what we have themost. The greatest

thing that can ever happen to a man in affliction is not coming

out of it but the revelation granted to such. Your revelation is

your greatest miracle in affliction. What is revealed about you is

what God is working for you.
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BE PATIENTWITH ALL

1 Thessalonians 5:14

“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly,

comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.”

God doesn’t want you to only be patient with Him and in

circumstances; Hewants you to be patient with all. There will be

time that people around you will hurt you. Sometimes, it could

be your family members or neighbors, but God doesn’t want

you to take their hurt to heart, He wants you to let go and be

patient with them. As you read this, it could be that someone

has really hurt you or wounded your emotion; you don’t have to

be depressed or weak. Just let go.

Whether you like it or not, human will always be human. You

must be careful not to be influenced by the negative things

people are doing to you. There are people who are not mature

enough to behave rightly or talk rightly. You need to be patient

with such individuals. God doesn’t want you to take everything

people do or say to heart. No! He wants you to have a free heart

towards those who hurts and wound you.

One of the needed qualities of a servant of God is to be patient

14



BE PATIENTWITH ALL

– “And a servant of the Lordmust not quarrel but be gentle to

all, able to teach, patient” 2 Timothy 2:24. If you call yourself

a minister of God and you are not patient with people, then,

you lack one of the main qualities that must be found in you.

When some people dishonor you, be patient. It is immaturity

and ignorance thatmake a person to dishonor people. Greatness

is demonstrated by your level of patience. When you are patient,

you are great. Do you know that anytime you are patient with

the weakness of anyone, what you are simply saying is that you

are stronger than that person? The real strong people are the

patient.

There are instances when family members may hurt you; you

have got to be patientwith them. Youmust remember thatwhen

human race sinned against God, God was still patient with them.

Do you know that if Godwas to deal with youwith all the evil you

have done? you should not be alive today. Yet, God still loves

you and was patient with you in the moments you acted human.

Learn to bear with people for by so doing, you will be able to

display the patience of God.
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DECIDE TO SHOW LOVE

Can you decide to show love to your offenders? Those who have

really hurt you, can you decide to show love to them? The way

you prove you are patient with others is by showing love to them

when they really hurt you. Always remember that your patience

with others will save somebody andmake somebody grow.

Patience is a test of character. There is a level of greatness only

patience can get you to. If you cannot bear with the weaknesses

of others, youmay not end up in real greatness. Thosewho show

love to others in spite ofwhatever they do are the ones that really

show the nature of God.

Greatness is demonstrated by your response to wrong treat-

ments from others. God cannot make you greater beyond your

ability to bear with the weaknesses of others. Those who show

love to others in spite of how others treated them will end up

becoming the greatest in their sphere of influence.
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